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A CHILD
The Bible is clear about what God expects of adc
and what a child has the right to expect from lais
ents (see Ephesians 6:1-3; Luke 1:6).

MOTHER AND FATHER
There is no better book on the market (and therg
some good ones!) than the Bible for mothers an
thers to learn one another’s roles and the rolehibf
dren as God defines them (Ephesians 6:4; Titus
5).
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HUSBAND AND WIFE
This is a very different role from parenthood. An
again, both need to understand their own privileg
and responsibilities as well as those of his/het- pég
ner—beforemarriage andghroughoutmarriage!

So, look to the Bible to see how to conduct youtir

as a one-person family, or as a one-Christian fa
You canmake it!

FAMILIES IN SIN

Sadly, many families are in existence that arectlye

opposed to God’s revealed will. The results ca
be good in these homes unless repentance
place.
Genesis 3).

HEAVEN
There is an eternal home being prepared wher
Father waits for His children. Let us long for(&
Peter 3).

HELL

sel
mil

nnot
takes

(This sad story begins with Adam and Eve;
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There is another eternal home where all who reject

the Father’s will are going to reside eternallyo bt

go down this road! If you are on the road, plegek

off NOW (Revelation 21:8)!
— Skip Andrews
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A SINGLE PARENT
Being a single parent is not the ideal situatiaut, ib
can be made to work, when the parent and chil
low holy principles to be the foundation of th
home.
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THE EXTENDED FAMILY
All people have some relatives somewhere. T
relatives can be a powerful force for good or eailg
the Bible is easily the most complete manual oa
subject.

ONE WHO IS ALONE
This is a person who really does live alone (Dar
Acts 9), or a person who has no Bible soul supp
(such as Abigail; 1 Samuel 25) from any famil
member. One person does make a family, thou
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(Please contact us for additional copies
or to be added to our mailing list.)
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This devotional guide is based on Christ in the ldomy Rober
R. Taylor, Jr. You may order this book from hinQ(Box 464
Ripley, TN 38063) or from Search the Scriptureddfass on

page 3).

Christ in Bible homes (Mk. 1:29-31; 5:22-41).

Christ in Bible homes (Lk. 10:38-42).

Christ needs to be in our homes during all sibagt—from
birth to death and sin to salvation (Jn. 11; Lk1190).

We need love and companionship (Gen. 2:18-25).

We need purity and fidelity (1 Th. 4:3-7).

We need total abstinence (Prov. 23:29-32).

The Bible speaks about God’'s desire for marrifige
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What would it be like to be the first man on earth—

and the only man on earth? What would it be like t

talk face to face with God? What would it be i
have a wife made of your own flesh by God Himself?
What would it be like to have a perfect home?
And what would it be like to ruin everything asesult o
one deliberate sin?
Our homes need to have men in them. These mentoeed
be humble enough to obey God in all things. Thesdnt
do all they can do to set an example for their sunthe
too can be the kind of men who thankfully serve
rather than ruining everything.
Even though many things are different now in con
to Genesis 1 and 2—the fact remains that we areenmad
the image of God—just as Adam was. So, we are ac-
countable before God to Imen according to God'’s pla
for men. Let us live the way God wants men telliv

- Skip Andrews

19:3-9).
Marriage is meant to be one man and one womatiféar
(Rom. 7:2,3).

Husbands have God-given responsibilities (Ep26-83).
There have been many bad husbands (1 Sam. 28;
Mal. 2:14-16).

There have been husbands who sinned and repéate
Sam. 11,12).

There have been many good husbands (Ruth 1-4).
There have been many good husbands (Lk. 1:58057
Wives have God-given responsibilities (Eph. 5222.
There have been many bad wives (Gen. 19:26-3K;
16:31).

There have been many good wives (1 Pt. 3:5,6) Rd4).
There have been many good wives (Prov. 31:16-31)
God has a plan for fathers (Eph. 6:1-4; Col1B:2

There have been bad fathers (1 Sam. 3:13; P85).
There have been bad fathers (1 K. 25,26).

There have been good fathers (Gen. 5:21-24; Hab.
God has a plan for mothers (Tit. 2:4,5; 2 Tirb)1

There have been bad mothers (Ezek. 16:44; 226,387).
There have been good mothers (Ex. 2:1-10; 1 $dlh).
God has a plan for children (Ps. 127; Lk. 2:29-5
Remember God in youth (Eccl. 12:1-14).

Remember God in youth (1 Tim. 4:12).

Guidelines for in-laws (Mt. 7:12; Gen. 29:15-30)

How is our family? Compare to Noah, Jacob, Bavi
Growing old gracefully (Gen. 25:8; Lk. 2:36-38).

The heavenly home (Rev. 14:13; 21:1-22:21).
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NOTE: Families Matter will give 31 suggestions in each issue
SinceFM is not dated, you may need to omit and/or combine
few to fit the month in which you use the abovedgui Sugges
tions from you, our readers, for other issues—bf are wel;
come.
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Family devotionals are special times for our faesli
They are opportunities for us to worship togethailyd
But finding the time for your family may be a prebi.
Our family tried different times and methods. Aaour
children grew, our times and methods also changed.

If you are a mother with very small children, | viden-
courage you to begin devotionals with your childnemv.
The best way, of course, is for Dad, Mom, and kadall
be together, but with our work schedules, ourelitthes
may be too tired or need to be in bed before Dad
home. Begin a regular devotional even if it ig jysu and
the kids right now. As your children grow, you miayd
bedtime is the perfect time for a devotional. Sonhg
prayers, and stories before going to sleep is adesdal
time. But again, as your children become more lireah
with activities, bedtime may not work as well. Tayde-
votional at dinner. But if you find your family lurrying
to the next scheduled events or one of the fanaly thall
practice or band practice at dinner time and yit aget
together at dinner, try another approach. Our fament
through various time trials when our daughter aond
were at home. We finally found breakfast was oest
time. Before beginning the day, we had a few ndaut
reflect on spiritual things and start the day vatlprayer
together. All the scrambling to get ready for tlag at the
last minute was worth the effort just so we coull/d
those few minutes together. So—find time for aifam
devotional today.
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— Helen Andrews
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Write the letter in the blank that matches theestant.

1. The first man A. Eve

2. The first woman B. Cain " >

3. The first home C. Seth :

4. The one who tempted Eve D. Killed

5. The first son E. Adam

6. The second son F. Garden of Eden ‘ ‘ ‘3'8
L ) G. Abel a-L ©-9 g-9

7. Cain did this to Abel . e ‘H-¥ ‘4-€ V-2

8. The third son of Adam and Ev H. Satan ‘J-T .Slamsuy

T
A Note for Teens
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What are the first recorded words of Adam?

‘(£2:2 sIsauan) uen
0O Uu9del Sem days asnedag ‘UBWOA\ PIa|ed ag |[eys
ausaj] Aw Jo ysa)} pue sauog Aw JOo auog mou SI Siyl,,

Do you know what Jesus and the apos
taught about how to be saved from $fh??

- 44

Listen to the word of God (Acts 2:22
Romans 10:17).

N

Believe the word of God; which i
volves believing that Jesus Christ is the .
Son of God (John 3:16; 20:30,31). 2-3-2""2 - %%%
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Repent (which means that you change
your mind and your life) of all of your
sins (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30,31).

1 1]
Confess your faith in Christ as the Son '

of God (Acts 8:37; Romans 10:9,10).
The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”

Be baptized (immersed) in water so that They corrupt, They have done abominable works,

your sins can be washed away by the There is none who does gofitsalm 14:1).
blood of Christ (Acts 2:38; 10:47,48, S _
22:16). The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”

They are corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity
There is none who does go@bkalm 53:1).

But without faith it is impossible to please Hiwr, fie who
comes to God must believe that He is, and thaske i
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Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.

AcCross

The first man
Land east of Eden where Cain dwelt

God brought her to the man

Cain did this to his brother, Abel
God had this for Abel and his offering
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. What God promised to whomever

killed Cain
10. God caused this to fall on Adam, and

He took one of his ribs, and made woman

11. Man is made in God's
13. Mother of all living
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17. Abel brought this to offer
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19. Cainwas a of the ground

Down

1. First home (three words)

!

2. What fell when Cain was angry
4. God said it was not good for man to
be this way

7. Abelwasa____ of sheep
12. He brought an offering of the first-
lings of his flock and of the fat
13. Seth’s son

14. One was not found for Adam (two
words)

19

15. The first son of Adam and Eve
16. God took one of these while Adam

slept
18. Son who replaced Cain
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