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Our heavenly Father has one basic plan for marriage: 
 

ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN  FOR L IFE  
 

We are designed so that we need God and one an-
other.  Marriage is designed so that one man and one 
woman can help one another all through life, result-
ing in both of us going to heaven by the grace of 
God. 
 
One of the things that we do to reinforce the impor-
tance of God’s plan for marriage is to vow to live ac-
cording to His plan. 
 
Here are the vows I use when I marry two people.  
They are intentionally designed to get the attention 
and cement the commitment of the bride and the 
groom as they become husband and wife: 
 
(To Groom:) 
 

Repeat after me: 
 

I, (name of groom), come to you, (name of bride), to 
be your lawful and wedded companion, to live to-
gether after the ordinances of God in the honorable 
estate of matrimony.  I do, in the presence of God and 
these witnesses, solemnly promise to love, honor, and 
cherish you as a gift and a help from God.  I pledge 
my protection and providence to you in health and in 
sickness, in adversity and prosperity; and forsaking 
all others, will keep myself for you and you alone 
until death shall end this vow.  Because I love you, 
(name of bride), I will honor these vows for the rest 
of my life. 
 

 
(To Bride) 
 

Repeat after me: 
 

I, (name of bride), come to you, (name of groom), in 
the beauty of holiness, to be your ������������	��	��
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(Please contact us for additional copies 
or to be added to our mailing list.) 
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T h e r e a d -
ings for this devotional guide are about various principles to 
help us make decisions to do that which is right in all situations.  
In other words, let us make commitments that please God, and 
then let us live up to them! 



�
-��)
���
.)$
�$&
(�")$#


�
/��")
��
0)	�,�	

����	��
���������
������

Notice each phrase and at least one appli-
cation which can help us to appreciate the 
true love in a good marriage. 

 

Verse Six: 
“Set me as a seal upon thy heart”—true love proves 
itself from the inside out. 
“As a seal upon thine arm:—true love shows itself 
outwardly and always. 
“For love is strong as death”—and the strength of 
death is one of the most frequently seen things in our 
time. 
“Jealousy is cruel as the grave”—as a parallel to the 
above phrase, the lesson is, “No person on earth will 
take my place at her side.” 
“The coals thereof are the coals of fire”—warm, 
lasting, yes, even passionate (read the first 7 chap-
ters!), and a terror to all who would come between us. 
“Which hath a most vehement flame”—literally, the 
“blaze of Jehovah” in the Hebrew.  Our God desires 
that we, as husbands and wives, have this love in all 
of its power and beauty. 
 
Verse Seven: 
“Many waters cannot quench love”—as powerful as 
waters can be, the issues of life are not the least bit of 
a threat to a marriage that has the “blaze of Jehovah” 
stoking it! 
“Neither can the floods drown it”—go ahead, let the 
water turn into a flood—we are going to march on as 
one and as best friends toward victories and new 
challenges! 
“If a man would give all the substance of his house 
for love”—beware of artificial love; for example, 
love based upon the THINGS of the “American 
dream.”  Look around you—it cannot work. 
“It would utterly be contemned”—that’s right, such 
artificiality deserves to be despised. 
 
In light of God’s plan for man and woman, let’s re-
solve to do better.  Let’s receive from Him the bless-
ings and happiness He desires for us to have.  Let’s 
learn the lessons of love. 
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THE PRINCIPLES  THE READINGS 

All Temptation Can Be Escaped 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Sin Is Progressive James 1:13-16 

Prayer Is Essential Matthew 6:5-15 

Worship Develops the Soul Hebrews 10:19-25 

The Bible Has the Answers Psalm 119  

Heaven Is a Motivator John 14:1-6 

Jesus Is Our Example Matthew 4:1-11 

I Can Do Right About Morals Ephesians 5:1-11 

The Bible Must Be Studied Psalm 1 

Learn to Love the Truth Psalm 119:97-104  

Putting God First Is Required Matthew 6:25-34 

Good Thinking Helps in Decision-
Making 

Proverbs 1:1-7 

I Can Do Right About Attitudes Philippians 4:1-13 

Hell Is a Motivator Revelation 20:10-15 

The Bible Must Be Used Correctly 2 Timothy 2:14-18 

Humility Is a Key to Success James 4:1-10 

I Need to Learn Right from Wrong Galatians 5:19-23 

Be Purified by Hope 1 John 3:1-3 

I Can Do Right in the Home Ephesians 5:22-6:4 

Garbage In—Garbage Out! Romans 1:18-32 

The Bible Is Complete 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

Flee Temptation! Genesis 39:7-20 

I Can Do Right in My Country Romans 13:1-7 

Life Is too Short to Live in Sin James 4:14-17 

The Bible Is Perfect Psalm 19:7-14 

Devote Yourself to Right Living Romans 12 

Bad Examples Can Teach Me 1 Samuel 11 

I Can Do Right on the Job Daniel 1:8-16 

God Deserves to Be Honored by 
Me 

1 Corinthians 6:13-20 

I Must Have the Right Goals Colossians 3:1-4 

Keeping Commands Leads to 
Heaven 

Revelation 22:14-19 
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Write the letter in the blank that matches the brother or sister.   
 

1. Cain 

2. Leah 

3. Moses 

4. James 

5. Jacob 

6. Dinah 

7. Shem 

8. Andrew 
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Miriam was the older sister of Moses.  Her 
story begins in Exodus 2.  Although her 
name is not given here, later stories do men-
tion it (Exodus 15:20-21; Numbers 12:1-
15). 
The story in the early part of Exodus came 
out of the fact that the Israelite slaves had 
been told by the Egyptians to kill all baby 
boys.  But the Israelite women would not 
obey, so when Miriam’s mother had a baby 
boy (Moses) and could not hide him any 
longer, she put him in a reed basket in the 
river.  Miriam’s job was to watch him to see 
what happened.  
When she saw that the boy was found by the 
daughter of the king, she offered to go get a 
woman to take care of him—and she got her 
own mother! 
The lessons for girls from this brief story 
include: 
¨ Obey your mother. 
¨ Be willing to take care of those who are 

helpless. 
¨ Use your brain wisely to get good re-

sults in difficult situations. 
¨ Stick with the job until it is done. 
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A. Miriam 

B. Peter 

C. Abel 

D. John 

E. Reuben 

F. Ham 

G. Rachel 

H. Esau 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______ 

_______

_______ Answers:  1-C; 2-G; 3-
A; 4-D; 5-H; 6-E; 7-F; 
8-B  
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Jonathan was the son of Saul, the first king of Israel.  
His story begins in 1 Samuel 13, which is the chapter 
where Saul first finds out that his kingdom would be 

taken away from him (which meant that Jonathan would never 
be king, although he was next in line). 
He lived until the end of his father’s reign, and he died in battle 
in 1 Samuel 31.   
He was truly an amazing young man, as the Bible… 
¨ ...never says a word about his being disloyal to Israel or his 

father (in spite of his father’s sins). 
¨ ...tells us that he became a part of one of the greatest, most 

honorable, and pure friendships of all times.  And the other 
part of the friendship was David—the young man who 
would be king instead of Jonathan—the same young man 
whom Saul would repeatedly attempt to murder. 

¨ ...shows that he stood for principles that matter (according 
to the Bible) in being loyal to David (and God) when his 
father went on his murderous rampages. 

Boys, no matter how the people in your life choose to live, 
please choose the path that Jonathan chose.  He never became 
king—but he did become someone far greater than a king.  He 
was a true, loyal friend to God and His anointed. 
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Use the clues to find the brother or sister. 
 

Across 
2. Sister of Aaron 
5. Brother of Abihu 
8. Sister of Absalom 
9. Sister of Mary and Lazarus 
10. Brother of Chilion 
13. Brother of Cain 
14. Sister of Jezreel 
15. Brother of Abinadab 
 
Down 
1. Brother of Abraham 
3. Brother of Gershom 
4. Brother of Ephriam 
6. Brother of David 
7. Brother of Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and 
Shuah 
10. Sister of Merab 
11. Sister of Laban 
12. Brother of Benjamin 
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Since God exists and He has always had a plan for the family, 
don’t you think that it is “a puzzling thing” that the modern 
family has so many problems? 
We don’t even seem to know what a family is supposed to be 
anymore (Mom, dad, and kids!).  There are so many kinds of 
“families” because of abuse, divorce, and immoral lifestyles 
that we don’t seem to know where to turn.  So we just call al-
most anything a family! 
Look at TV, your neighborhood, or even in your own house—
how many families know or even care that God has a plan for 
the family?  And how many of us ever look to the Bible to see 
what His plan is?  How many of us try to learn how to put His 
plan into action—for His glory and for our own good? 
But let’s get back to the puzzling part of this.  It is puzzling 
that more people do not give the Bible plan a chance, espe-
cially since so many “homes” are such a mess (according to 
the Bible).  But it is not puzzling in a way—because this is 
how the devil wants it—and he is very tricky (deceitful, sly, 
and always evil). 
Let’s put him out of business by learning God’s way and fol-
lowing it.  This is how we can solve the puzzle and see the so-
lution! 

���������	�����������	�����������	�����������	��
 


 ��
��
��
��
 �����������	��	�������������	��	�������������	��	�������������	��	������� ���
�	�������������������	��������������	�������������������	��������������	�������������������	��������������	�������������������	�������������� ���
��������	����������	����������	����������	��
 


 ��
��
��
��
 ����������	��������������	��������������	��������������	��������� ���

�	������	���������	������������� �	������	���������	������������� �	������	���������	������������� �	������	���������	������������� � ���
(Psalm 127:1) 


