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Although Joseph, Mary, and Jesus were not the o

people in this family, the New Testament opens
their story (later there were four more boys an
least two girls; Matthew 13:55,56).

Almost all of his story is told in Matthew 1 and| 2

He was a man of great kindness, which we can
from his decision to quietly end his relationshiphy
Mary after he learned that she was preg
(Matthew 1:19). He also showed that he woulc

faithful to God and to Mary by honoring God’s com

mands (Matthew 1:24). In Matthew 2, he dem

strated obedience to God in very challenging sity

tions. And in Luke 2:39-52, he showed that he k
that religion (including worship) is for men, todt is
also of note that this man, as great as he was
content to be in the background. His wife and “S
are far more prominent in the Bible story.

In a time—our time—when girls almost never se
pure role model—when girls are encouraged f

almost every source in their lives to do all kirafs

immoral thingsas early in life as possible-in such
a time, we need to read and tell the story of M
How much we can learn from the holy life of t
girl—and we can continue to learn good things f
her until she passes from the New Testament s
She was a virgin when she married; she was obe
to God; she was submissive as a wife; she was
ful as a mother; and all of this was due to herceon
tration on spiritual things. It is also of noteatlshe
was still among the faithful when her Son was @
cross (John 19:25-27) and later went to sit aritjie

d

[al)

o==

(0]

—+

ne

o

hand of God (Acts 1:14).

His presence in this family could have been sarinti
dating that the others could have been at a totd |
regarding their roles. But He accepted His role in
God’s plan, which included His role in the home
(Luke 2:39-52). Let me ask you this: Is He présen
in your family? If so, how does He fit into yaur
home? If not, will you please let His story shoauy
how important He is to every home?

As a member of a human family, Jesus’ sinless life
serves as proof that God’'s plan for the home is
right—and that it must be followed if we are to| be
pleasing to God. As a sinless person, Jesus sasves
the perfect role model needed by all people!

Please take the time during this month to userhe i
formation in this issue as a help for your own figmi
The home—the family—that included Joseph, Mary,

and Jesus—is the best example of what a family can
be—and it is proof that...
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(Please contact us for additional cop
or to be added to our mailing list.)
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Let these passages be a help in devotionals abedamily life
of Jesus. This will include actual events andghaciples tha
gwded this good family.
. The genealogy of Joseph: Good and bad people 1
17).
The kind of man Joseph was (Mt. 1:18,19).
The real reason that his wife-to-be was pregr@t
1:20,21).
The prophecy that was fulfilled (Is. 7:1-14).
One of the names of Jesus (Mt. 1:22,23).
The obedience of Joseph (Mt. 1:24,25).
The family unit at the time the wise men arrigtt. 2:7-
12).
Joseph continues to obey (Mt. 2:13-15).
Joseph takes them to a new home (Mt. 2:19-23).
The kind of woman Mary was (Lk. 1:26-28).
The amazing announcement she heard (Lk. 1:29-33
A question and an answer about the announceth&n
1:34,35).
The total submission of the young virgin (LK38-38).
Mary’s song of praise (Lk. 1:46-55).
Mary’s first child is born (Lk. 2:1-7).
The family unit when the shepherds arrived @:&5-18).
The power of thinking correctly (Lk. 2:19,20).
The family obeys the Law’s requirements (LR2224).
The family hears an important prophecy (Lk5235).
The child grows in body and spirit (Lk. 2:36}40
The family continues to obey God (Lk. 2:41-50).
The child grows in four ways (Lk. 2:51,52).
The young man obeys God, too (Mt. 3:13-17).
The genealogy of Mary: Good and bad people @&R3-
38).
Men need to be like Joseph (Titus 2:6-8).
Men need to be like Joseph (3 Jn. 1-8).
Women need to be like Mary (Titus 2:3-5).
Women need to be like Mary (2 Jn. 1-3).
Children need to be like Jesus (Prov. 1:10-23).
Children need to be like Jesus (Eccl. 12:1-14).
All need to be like Jesus (1 Pt. 2:21-25).
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2 3+
The Bible teaches that men are to provide for |
own (1 Timothy 5:8). This passage primarily ref
to physical things, but we are also to providethar spiri-
tual welfare of our own (Ephesians 5:22-6:4). &ehink
about the word “provide” with seven other wordst tivil
help us to be successful providers.

h

4 + This is a demonstration of our humble depend-
ence on God (Colossians 4:2).

5,3+ This is how we gain knowledge of God's will
for us as men (1 Timothy 4:13).

6/, 3 + This is the lifestyle that “our own” need|to
see in us (Psalm 1).

7 3+ This is the word that means “strength of

character.” Are you this kind of a man (1 Samu@&l7)?

83 3+ This is what we provide for “our own”
they watch us—inspiration to live right (1 Timot#yl2).

as

, 3+ This is what it takes to be ®al man
(John 4:34).
*3 3+ This is our goal for the next genera-
tion. Let us not be men who discourage “qur

own” (Colossians 3:21).

3+

Malachi 3:3 says;He will sit as a refiner and a

purifier of silver.” This verse puzzled some women i
Bible study, and they wondered what this statemssdnt
about the character and nature of God.

One of the women offered to find out the processebh-
ing silver and get back to the group at their ngittle
study. That week, the woman called a silversmitd
made an appointment to watch him at work. She'd
mentioned anything about the reason for her intdres
yond her curiosity about the process of refiningesi

As she watched the silversmith, he held a piecsileér
over the fire and let it heat up. He explained thaefin-
ing silver, one needed to hold the silver in theldte of
the fire where the flames were hottest as to burayaall
the impurities. The woman thought about God'’s imgy

us in such a hot spot, then she thought again atheut

verse that say$He sits as a refiner and a purifier of s
ver.” She asked the silversmith if it was true that he
to sit there in front of the fire the whole timeetkilver
was being refined. The man answered yes, he gt
had to sit there holding the silver, but he hadaep his
eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the.filf the
silver was left a moment too long in the flameyduld be
destroyed. The woman was silent for a moment. n
she asked the silversmith, “How do you know whes
silver is fully refined?” He smiled at her and amesed,
“Oh, that’'s easy—when | see my image in it.”

**If today you are feeling the heat of the fireymember
that God has His eye on you and will keep watclyiog
until He sees His image in you.**

— Author Unknown
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Write the letter in the blank that matches theestent.
r 1. Town where Jesus was born A. Wise Men
2. Town where Jesus lived as a boy B. Joseph
n 3. King who wanted to kill Jesus C. Mary
4. Mary’s husband D. Bethlehem
e 5. Mary’s firstborn son E. Jesus
6. Country to which Jesus’ family fled F. Herod
. 08
r 7. Came from the East to worship Jesus ~ G. Egypt Y-/ ‘9-9 ‘TG ‘G- ‘4
8. Mother of Jesus H. Nazareth -£ ‘H-2 ‘a-T :slamsuy
9 3+ Where were Joseph, Mary,
~ and Jesus when the wise men arrived?
A Note for Teens
David was a youth when he had his
battle with Goliath. The story is Ir (11
1 Samuel 17. David was absolutely certz MOUNE) WSS UISSNoYE U
that Goliath could not win, for Goliath wig-¢ MOUHEN usjuieg ul ye ul + € €
fighting against God. But David was also
certain that God could use him to help |in
this struggle.
But why was he so certain?
At least one answer lies in the wartkepa-
ration. David’'s strong faith in God we
due to the fact that he had learned a
God and was already serving Him with i
whole heart. We know this because of
story in the previous chapter. He had be
anointed to be the next king because
knew his heart (1 Samuel 16). David |
confidence in himself since he had alre
proved himself by protecting the sheep
killing the lion and bear with his own ha
(1 Samuel 17:34-37).
Reach for the peak of your potential througiliance (Psalm
So, here is the question for you: Are yo®0:12) andvirtue (Proverbs 31:10-31). They both came from

preparing yourself right now to have st
certainty about God and your own use

ness to Him in this world full of “Goliaths"?
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cthe Hebrew worathayil.
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Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.

AcCross

|M|

il NN | F 3. Agift from a wise man

7. Town where Jesus was born
|7 | | | i 10. The king

17. Appeared to Joseph in a dream
| 118. How the shepherds felt when

| | |cn|

m|

] 1 — | the angel appeared to them

Z 3 3 g 19. Mary was found with child of
| HE | | | 7 | a5 | | H|m
— — —20. A prophetess of the tribe |of
— Asher
21. Jesus shall save His people
from these
23. Country to which Joseph topok
B ] ] his family after a dream
24. Why wise men came to see
P LT[ 1] Jesus
25. Mother of Jesus
Fs | | 26. Joseph is described as this kind
of man
il |

[21 | [22

Down
1. Caesar Augustus decreed all the world should be... 12. The prophet said one would be with child
2. An angel appeared to Joseph in this 13. From where the wise men came
4. Relationship of Mary and Joseph in Matthew 1:18 14. Born of a virgin in Bethlehem
5. A name of Jesus, meaning “God with us” 15. City in Galilee where Jesus lived as a boy
6. A gift from a wise man 16. A gift from a wise man
8. Where Mary laid Jesus after His birth 22. A multitude of the heavenly host said to th&@lory to
9. Husband of Mary God in the highest, and on earth peace, good wxard men”
11. Waited for the Consolation of Israel
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