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A mother’s heart is a heart of giving. No one,aas
human being, gives as does a mother. There i
sense in which a mother gives her very life for|h
child. Have you ever stopped to really consideatyh
your mother went through so that you might live
Jesus said’A woman, when she is in labor, has sor
row because her hour has come; but as soon as
has given birth to the child, she no longer remersbe
the anguish, for joy that a human being has be
born into the world” (John 16:21, NKJV). Some
mothers literally have given their lives for thefmil-
dren while all mothers, in essence, willingly ldeir
lives on the line during the experience of chilttir
Every child should, during life, stop to think albol
what his mother went through in order that he mig
live. “...And do not despise your mother when she
old...And let her who bore you rejoicgProverbs

23:22,25; NKJV).

A mother not only gives life, but she gives throug
out life. She rises while it is yet night (Proverk
31:15). She provides food for her househo

A teacher asked a boy this question: “Suppose your
mother baked a pie, and there were seven of you—
your parents and five children. What part of the p
would you get?” The boy answered, “A sixth.” The
teacher replied, “I'm afraid you don’t know yaqur
fractions. Remember, there are seven of you.” | The
boy then said, “Yes, teacher. But I'm afraid you
don’t know my mother. My mother would say she
didn’t want any pie.” Thank God for the precious
gift of mother and motherhood. Thank God for|the
heart of a mother. She gives life. She givesestf h

life. Give her honor.
—Charles C. Pugh llI
New Martinsville, WV

(Proverbs 31:15). She watches over the ways of
household (Proverbs 31:27). The Bible askan a

woman forget her nursing child, and not have coi
passion on the son of her womb®%saiah 49:15;

NKJV). She rises up from sleep to soothe the cr
from the crib. She scrubs, cleans, mops, irol
patches, counsels, comforts, and calms. Someae
suggested that when the wokdbther was formed
they just tookother and added aM because that’s|a
mother’'s emphasis-©THERS. Mothers are others-
oriented.
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(Please contact us for additional cop
or to be added to our mailing list.)
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This devotional guide is based on Better than Madicby

Leroy Brownlow. If you would like to have the bqojou may

order it from Search the Scriptures (address oe 339

1 Better than Medicine Prov. 17:22; 15:13, 15

2  Better than Medicine Ps. 43:5; Is. 35:10; G&l. 6

3 A Time Appointed Eccl. 3:1-8

4 Be Good to Yourself Mt. 22:39

5 Appreciate Your Talents Mt. 25:14-30

6 Get out of Yourself Mt. 6:21; 10:39

7 Get out of Yourself Phil. 2:4; Mt. 6:1; Phil.32:
Eph. 4:2; Mt. 5:44

8 Get out of Yourself Mt. 6:15; 7:12; 1 Cor. 13:4;
Eccl. 9:10

9 Get out of Yourself Lev. 19:16; Mt. 5:9; 1 Cor.
13:3; Mt. 7:1; Gal. 6:7

10 Pull Yourself Together 2 Cor. 4:16; Is. 26:3pWPr
22:24, 25; 23: 7

11 Strengthen and Consolidate  Phil. 4:19; Ps. BE&2;
Prov. 16:32

12 Go One Way Ruth 1:16,17; Rom. 7:21
Phil. 3:13; Mt. 6:33

13 Think Positively Prov. 23:7; Phil. 4:13;
2 Cor. 5: 8,9; Phil. 4:9

14 Think Positively Ps. 46:1; 37:5; 121:8; Col.
3:15

15 According to Your Faith Mt. 9:29; Mk. 9: 23; Rom
4:20; 2 Cor. 5:7

16 According to Your Faith Heb. 11:8; Prov. 23:3; P
27:13;2 Tim. 1:12

17 According to Your Faith Mt. 6:33; Gen. 1:1; Mt.
6:11-13; Jn. 14:1

18 The Greatest of These 1 Th. 4:9; Rom. 12:10;
1Jn. 4:19; Mt. 5:44

19 The Greatest of These 1 Cor. 13:4-8;1 Jn.;4:16
1 Cor. 3:13

20 Keep a Good Conscience 2 Cor. 1:12; Is. 1:182%3
Ps. 86:5; 103:12;

21 Keep a Good Conscience Heb. 8:12; Rom. 2: 1L [Ti
1:5; 1 Jn. 3:1; Rom.14:22

22 Seek Peace and Pursue It 1 Pt. 3:10,11; Ephivd..2
5:41; Phil. 2:4; Ps. 37:11

23 Seek Peace and Pursue It Prov. 28:2; 19:116:412,
15; 1 Pt. 4:15

24 Happiness: Within or Without? Cain; Gen. 4:1-9n.
3:12; Prov. 14:30

25 Happiness: Within or Without? Saul; 1 Sam. 15:24;
Prov. 8:36; Gal. 6:4

26 Happiness: Within or Without? Judas; Mt. 27:3-5;im.
6:10

27 Happiness: Within or Without?Lk. 12:15; Is. B5Eccl.
1:14,17; 2:1, 4-11, 5:10

28 Happiness: Within or Without?1 Pt. 3:21; 1 T616; Lk.

12:15; Eccl. 12:13
Is. 58:8; 1 Pt. 3:10,11;

29 Cloud Breakers

2 Cor. 4:8,9; Mt. 12:34; Ac.

10:38; Rom. 12:15

30 Cloud Breakers
26-30; Gen. 50:20

Ps. 57:6; 63:7; 129:2; Ga

31 Cloud Breakers

6:7; Mt. 7:2; Prov. 10:2; Ps.

30:5

]
E Have you accepted your role as teacher/traineoof
children? “And you, fathers, do not provoke your childt
to wrath, but bring them up in the training and ammtion
of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).
Why not begin this month by using the devotionaldg
on this page?

P, )$-% + -

Our daughter, Lori, and | teach the 1st-3rd gi

class. Lori was talking to the kids about how imtpot it
is to give our best to God. She told them abontething
that happened when she was very little, but it &ladys
stayed in her mind because it made such an impressi
her. We were all at my parents’ home, and we \WeF¢
ing through some things to see what they could givay
to the church’s “clothes closet.” They were makihtge
piles: things that could be given to the needings that
were of no use and needed to be thrown away; aigligl
the “pile” that has influenced Lori’s giving) thiagthat
werenot good enough to give away to othefsut things
they would keep and still use and wear themselVégey
did not want to give “junk” to other people.
And God expects us to give thestto Him. We need t
set aside our contribution first—before we go shiogy
go to the movies, eat out... He wants the best ptime
and talents—when we worship Him on Sunday, we sh
not be tired and yawning because we stayed upSkattier-
day night entertaining ourselves. He wants useta tiv-
ing sacrifice—not give Him the leftovers that we ot
want. Our attitude counts.

| This next example shows how important our attitisl

when giving. The congregation where a friend ofs
attended was gathering items for a family whosesh
had burned. Our friend brought her ironing board told
the preacher she had been wanting a new ironingd

Mt. 6:33; Prov. 6:6; Mt. 6;
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anyway and had bought a new one for herself and she

would give away the old one. He told her he caubd
accept the old ironing board—she needed to givenéhe
one. The reason was not because the old ironiagd
was not good enough—but because dttitude was nof
good enough!

Let's share our very best with those less forturthtn

we! —Helen Andrews
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Write the letter in the blank that matches theestent.
r 1. lIsaac’s father A. Rebekah
2. lsaac’s mother B. Jacob
n 3. lIsaac’s wife C. Birthright
4. Age when Isaac married D. Esau
e 5. First son of Isaac E. 40
6. Second son of Isaac F. Abraham
o 08
! . h ‘ ‘ . ‘
r 7. lsaac’s age when his twin sons were born G. Sara H-/ ‘99 'G-S ‘T 'y
8. Esau sold this to Jacob H. 60 -€ '9-¢ '4-T Slamsuy
7 % What two major Old Testa-
, 6 % ment nations came from Jacob and Esau?
Jacob: (Genesis
Read the scriptures that are associated wit _ 32:28) , _
lives of Jacob and Esau. Some of the verses 528U (Genesis 25:30)
given with the puzzles in this issue femilies
Matter .
Take note of the rivalry between these boys|the wop3 :nes3 ‘|oels| :qoder % - -
stemmed from their parents, each of whom ha
a favorite son. Bad mistake!
Take note of the fact that this rivalry cost them
many years of good memories. )
A wise old owl sat on an oak,
Take note of the fact that even though they later The more he saw the less he spoke.
patched things up, their “children” (some of the

The less he spoke the more he heard;

Arabs and Israelis) are fighting to this very d: , . .
's) gITNg 1o TS Very Why aren’t we all like that old bird?

Boys, the wayou treat others—including yot
sisters and brothers—will have a great par
determining how happyou andyour children
are someday.
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Brotherly hate, as we learn from many Bible

stories, hasio good results. Much of the heart-

ache in your life and in your family can be "N
1

avoided if you accept the lessons that can|be

learned from the story of Jacob and Esau.

See James 1:18-21; Matthew 12:34-37
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Complete the puzzle using the clues shown below.

X
ohet

Across
4. Abraham's servant went to this
country to find a wife for Isaac
8. Became Isaac's wife
9. Place where the Lord appeared to
Isaac and repeated His promise mad
to Abraham
12. Abraham's servant gave these to
Rebekah
13. Abraham's servant gave this to
Rebekah
15. Abraham's brother
16. Isaac and Rebekah's first son
17. He was old when he sent his
servant to find a wife for his son

Down

1. Age of Isaac when he married Rebekah

2. Abraham did not want a wife for his son of
these daughters

3. Age of Isaac when his twin boys were born
4. Wife of Nahor

5. After Rebekah gave Abraham’s servant
drink, she also gave water to these

6. Rebekah's father

7. Rebekah's brother

10. Esau sold this to Isaac

11. Relationship Isaac said Rebecca was to him
14. Isaac and Rebekah's second son
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