HASTHE KINGDOM COME?

INTRODUCTION

A. That God planned to establish akingdom on thisearthisadmitted by all who
believetheBible.

B. However, thetime of the establishment and the natureof thekingdom areboth subjectsof
controversy.

1. Hasthekingdom already come, or isit still to be established as
premillennialists affirm?

2. Isthekingdom spiritual in natureand identical with the church, or will it
beamaterial, physical, worldly kingdom established and maintained by
carnal weaponsaspremillennialiststeach?

C. These questions can only be answer ed satisfactorily by the Word of God (Isaiah 8:20; 11 Timothy
3:16,17).

DISCUSSION

|. THE KINGDOM WASPROMISED TO GREAT MEN OF OLD.

A. God promised Abraham his“seed” would blessall the earth (Genesis
12:3;17:1-14).

1. Abrahamwasthe father of the chosen nation through which Christ
came (M atthew 1:1-17).

2. Theland of Palestine wasgiven to Abraham’sdescendantsas
their homeland (Genesis 12:1,2; 13:14-17).

3. Christisthe Seed of Abrahamwho blessed all nations by dying for
their sins(Genesis 3:15; Galatians 3:16, 26-29).

B. God promised through Jacob that aruler (Christ) would come from Judah (Genesis 49: 10).

C. Moses promised that God would raiseup aProphet like himself
(Deuteronomy 18:15; Acts 3:22,23).

D. God also promised David He would raiseup hisseed to sit on histhrone (I1 Samuel 7:12-16;
Luke1:32,33; Acts2:29-36).



[I. THE KINGDOM WASPROPHESIED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.
A. Joe foretold the coming of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32; Acts2:1-21).
1. God would pour out His Spirit (Joel 2:28; Acts 2:16).

2. It would happen in “thelast days’ or “afterward” (Joel 2:28; Acts
2:16,17).

3. Whoever “called upon the name of the L ord would be saved” (Joel
2:32; Acts2:21,36-41).

4. 1t would takeplacein Jerusalem (Jod 2:32; Acts 1:4; 2:14).

B. Isaiah foretold the building of the L ord’ shouse (I saiah 2:1-4).

1. It would happen in “thelast days’ (Isaiah 2:2; Acts 2:16,17).

2. TheLord shousewould bebuilt (Isaiah 2:2; Acts2:47; 1 Timothy
3:15).

3. All nationswould comeinto it (Isaiah 2:2; Matthew 28:19; L uke
24:47; Acts2:5).

4. Theword of the L ord would go forth from Jerusalem (I saiah 2:3;
Acts1:4; 2:14; 8:4,5).

C. Daniel interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’sdream of the coming of the
kingdom (Daniel 2:31-45).

1. Nebuchadnezzar saw agreat image (statue) in hisdream.

a. ltshead wasof gold.

b. Itschest and armswereof silver.

c. Itsbelly and thighswereof brass.

d. Itslegswereof iron and feet of iron and clay.

e. A stonewascut out of amountain without handsand broke
the great imagein pieces; then the stone grew into amighty
mountain and filled the earth.



2. God, through Daniel, gavethe meaning of the dream.

a. Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon) wasthe head of gold (612-538 B.C.).
b. M edo-Persiawasthe chest and armsof silver (538-331 B.C.).

c. Greece (Macedonian Empire) wasthe belly and thighs of
brass(331-63B.C.).

d. Romewasthelegsand feet of iron and clay (63B.C.to A.D. 476).

3. In thedaysof thefourth kingdom (the Roman Empire), God would
set up His kingdom and it would never bedestroyed (Daniel 2:40- 44).

4. A parallel prophecyisfound in Daniel 7:1-14.

1. THE KINGDOM WASIN PREPARATION DURING THE PERSONAL MINISTRIES
OF JOHN AND JESUS.

A. John cameasaforerunner to preparetheway for Jesus(Malachi 4:5,6;
Matthew 11:13,14; Luke 1:17).

1. John preached, “ Repent, for the kingdom of heaven isat hand”
(Matthew 3:1,2).

2. " At hand” means*“within reach,” or “verynear.”

B. Jesusalso preparedfor thecoming of His kingdom.
1. He too preached that the kingdom wasat hand (M atthew 4:17).

2. He taught His disciplesto prayfor the coming of the kingdom
(Matthew 6:9,10).

3. He sent His apostlesout to preach, “ Thekingdom of heaven isat
hand” (Matthew 10:7).

4. He promised to build His church and to give Peter the keysof the
kingdom (M atthew 16:16-19).

a. Jesuspromised, “1 will build My church” (v. 18).

b.He alsosaid to Peter, “1 will giveyou thekeysof the  kingdom” (v. 19).

c. Pleasenotethat “church” and “ kingdom” arebeing used



inter changeably — when the churchisbuilt, the kingdom will come and

viceversa.

d. When wesee Peter usethe keysto open thedoor of the

church, wewill know the kingdom hascome.

5. Jesustold His disciplesthat some of them would liveto seethe

kingdom comewith power (Mark 9:1).

a. The kingdom would comewith power.

b. It would come within thelifetime of some of the apostles.
c. If thekingdom hasnot yet come, wemust havesome
apostlesamong usand they areat least 2,000 yearsold!!!

6. Jesustold Nicodemushow to enter the kingdom (John 3:3-5).
7.Hetold Pilatethat His kingdom “isnot of thisworld” (John 18:36).

8. Hetold His apostlesHe would drink thefruit of the vinewith them
in the Father’skingdom (M atthew 26: 26-29).

a. TheLord ssupper isin thechurch (I Corinthians 11:23-30;
Acts20:7).

b. But theL ord partakesof it with His disciplesin His kingdom.
c. Therefore, the church and thekingdom arethe same!

9. After Hisdeath, burial, and resurrection, the Lord told His apostles

towait in Jerusalem for power from on high (Luke 24:49).
a. The kingdom would comewith power (Mark 9:1).

b. The power would comewith the baptism of the Holy Spirit
(Acts1:4-8; 2:1-16).

c. Therefore, wecan expect to seethe kingdom established
shortly after the apostles arebaptized in the Holy Spirit!

IV.THE KINGDOM CAME IN PERFECTION ON PENTECOST.



A. Thetimewasright — it wasin “thelast days’ (Jodl 2:28; Isaiah 2:2; Acts 2:1-17).

1. It wasalso duringthe daysof the Romansrulers(Daniel 2:40,44;
Luke2:1; 3:1).

2. SinceRomeruled theworld from 63 B.C. to A.D. 476, thekingdom
had to comewithin that time period.

3. Pentecost Day wasin A.D. 33.
4. Thiswasalsowithin thelifetime of Jesus apostles(Mark 9:1).
B. The placewasright — it wasin Jerusalem.

1. The apostleswaited in Jerusalem for power and received it when
theHoly Spirit came(Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4).

2. In Jerusalem therewasdeliverance (salvation) to those who
called on thenameof theLord (Jodl 2:28; Acts2:21,36-41).

3. Theword of theL ord went forth from Jerusalem (I saiah 2:3; Acts
1:8;8:4,5).

C. Peter used the keysof thekingdom (M atthew 16:18,19).
1. Keysareused to unlock, to open.

2. Peter wasprivileged to preach to the Jewson Pentecost and the
Gentilesat thehouse of Corneliusand tell them how to enter the
kingdom (Acts 2:14,38-47; 10:17-11:18).

3. Sincethe kingdom and the church arethe same, when Peter used

thekeysof thekingdom, people wereadded to the church (Acts
2:47).

CONCLUSION

A. Thekingdom of Christ, which isthe church of Christ, cameon thefirst Pentecost following our
Lord’ sascension (Acts1:9-11; Daniel 7:13,14).

B. We enter the kingdom by being bor n of water and the Spirit (John 3:5).

1. The Jewson Pentecost entered the kingdom when they heard the

gospel, repented of their sins, and werebaptized for theremission of sins



(Acts2:37,38,41,47).

2. Therefore, to beborn of water and the spirit isto hear and believethe

Spirit’smessage, the gospel, and be baptized in water for the remission

of singl
C. All referencesto the kingdom (church) after Pentecost speak of itsbeingin existence (Acts8:12;
28:30,31; | Corinthians 15:24-26; Colossians 1:13;

Hebrews12:28; Revelation 1:9).

D. All formsof premillennialism areproven false by thefact that the kingdom hascome and the

saved arealreadyin it!!

Rod Rutherford



