MILLENNIAL MANIA (2

INTRODUCTION

A. Thereis“millennial mania’ in thereligiousworld today asmany well known preacherspredict
that thereturn of theLordisat hand!

B. Some of the prominent preacherscontributing to thismaniainclude:
1. Billy Graham

2. Hal Lindsey

3. Pat Robertson

4. Adrian Rogers

5. Jimmy Swaggart

C. Millennial madnessisnot anew phenomenon:

1. It hasoccurred periodically in history.

2. It haseven invaded the L ord'schurch at times.

DISCUSSION:
|. THE NINETEENTH CENTURY WASATIME OF GREAT MILLENNIAL
EXPECTATION IN AMERICA.
A.TheMillerite M ovement resulted in the beginning of the Seventh Day

Adventist Church.

1. William Miller (1782-1849), afarmer in Vermont, wasconverted to the Baptist Church and
becamea“lay” preacher.

2. He studied the Biblediligently, especially the books of Daniel and

Revelation.

3. Miller madetwo major mistakesin hisstudy of Bible prophecy:

a. He decided that aday must alwaysrepresent ayear (cf. Numbers14:34).

b. He followed the chronology of Bishop Ussher; thischronology isnow believed by many
conservativeBible scholarsto bewrongin places.

4.1n 1818, Miller concluded that the 2,300 daysin Daniel 8:14 “till

the sanctuarybe cleansed” wasthetime from Nehemiah'srebuilding the

wallsof Jerusalemin 457 B.C. to the second coming of Christ.



2300
-457
1843
5. Miller wrote: “I wasthusbrought...at the close of my two year study of
the Scriptures, to the solemn conclusion that in about twenty-five year sfrom that time (1818) all
the affairsof our present statewould bewound up” (Sidney Ahlstrom, A ReligiousHistory of the
American People, p. 479).
6. The preaching of Miller’ sviewsthroughout the nation created gr eat excitement astens of
thousandsbegan preparingfor theLord sreturnin March, 1843.
a. When thisprediction failed, Miller set the dateat March, 1844.
b. When thisprophecy also proved false, Mr. Miller set thedatefor the L ord sreturn at October
22,1844,
c. Once again, multitudeswho had sold their homes and businesses, given away their possessions
and quit their jobs, weredisappointed, disillusioned, and disgusted.
d. How foolish and futileit isfor meremen to claim knowledge of that which neither theangels
nor Christ in His earthly sojourn knew (M atthew 24:36; Mark 13:32)!!!
7. JamesWhite, one of Miller’sdisciples, and hiswife Ellen, organized many of the disgruntled
Milleritesinto what becamethe Seventh Day Adventist Church.
8. Today, the Seventh Day Adventists areamong the most ardent
millennialistsin thereigiousworld!
B. The Millennial Dawn M ovement grew into the cult known as“Jehovah’'s
Witnesses.”
1. CharlesTaze Russell (1852-1916), asuccessful businessman of Allegheny, Pennsylvania, was
converted to Adventism and began preaching.

2. Russell predicted the millennium had dawned and began publishing a paper called “TheHerald
of theMorning.”

3.1n 1879, he began apaper called “ Zion’ sWatchtower and Herald of Christ’sPresence.”

4. Russell taught the second coming had occurredin 1874 and the end of all thingswould take
placein 1914.

5.Hediedin 1916 and J.F. “Judge’ Rutherfordreplaced him ashead of the Watchtower
M ovement.

6. In 1920, Rutherford published afamousbook entitled Millions Now



LivingWill Never Die in which hetaught that “...thegreat jubileecycleisdueto begin in 1925. At
that timethe earthly phase of the kingdom shall berecognized...1925 will mark the return of
Abraham, | saac and Jacob and the faithful of old.”

7. Thelatest in along seriesof datesset by the “Jehovah’sWitness’

organization for the “ conclusion of the present system of things’ was1975.

a.Inthebook Everlagting Lifein Freedom of the Sonsof God in 1966, it wassuggested that 1975
could bethebeginning of the millennium (cf. also “How M uch Longer Will It Be?’ in Awake,
October 8, 1966).

b. Many of the membersquit their jobs, sold their businesses and homesand gavefull timeto
“witnessing” as 1975 approached.

c. They, likeearlier victimsof millennial predictions, had their hopes dashed to the ground and
thousandsleft the group (Raymond Franz, Crisisof Conscience, p. 206).

d. An articleappearedin the March 15, 1980 “ Watchtower” acknowledging their error.

8. Mosessaid: “Andif you sayin your heart, ‘How shall weknow the

word which the L ord hasnot spoken? — when aprophet speaks in thenameof theLord, if the
thing doesnot happen or cometo pass, that isthething which the L ord hasnot spoken; the prophet
hasspoken it presumptuously; you shall not beafraid of him” (Deuteronomy 18:21,22).

9. All those who have set datesfor the L ord’sreturn have been proven to befalse prophets
[1.FUNDAMENTALISM FEATURESDISPENSATIONALISM.

A. When modernism and liberalism captured the leader ship of many of
America sdenominationsin thelate 1800 sand early 1900's, conser vativesregrouped in what
becameknown asthe “fundamentalistmovement.”

1. The nameof the movement camefrom aseriesof 12 volumes published from 1910to 1913 which
stressed the“fundamentalsof thefaith.”

2. Many of thewriterswerepremillennialistsand ther eforethisdoctrinewastaught in every
volume.

3. Among many conser vative groups, dispensational viewscameto beequated with abelief in the
literal second coming of Christ; if onedid not accept dispensationalism, then he wasaccused of
denyingtheLord’sreturn.

B. Premillennialism haseven been aproblem in the churchesof Christ.

1. Most of theearly preachersof the Restoration M ovement were

postmillennialists; thisisthereason Alexander Campbell named



hispaper “TheMillennial Harbinger.”
2. A few early preachersheld to classic premillennialism.
a. Walter Scott flirted with premillennialism for atime, but later
returned to the postmillennial view he had held earlier.
b.MosesLard, Robert Milligan,and T. W. Brentsalsowere
classic premillennialists.
c. Remember: classic premillennialism doesnot makethe
church an afterthought or the plan of God afailureasdoes
dispensationalism.
d. These men did not presstheir premillennial viewsto the
dividing of the church asdid otherslater.
3. John Thomas (1805-1871), aphysician from England, who was
baptized by Walter Scott, wasapremillennialist.
a. Thomasalso denied that man had asoul.
b. He taught the second coming and the resurrection would

takeplacein 1866.

c. Hereturned to England and for med the sect known as
“Christadelphians.”

4. A form of premillennialism invaded some of the churchesin Texasbetween 1890 and 1910.
a.W. L. Gibbspublished apaper called Word and Work in

which he advocated soul sleeping, asecond chance after

death, hell isnot eternal punishment but annihilation, and

the personal reign of Christ on thisearthfor 1,000 literal

years.

b. After Gibb’sdeath, A. S. Bradley becametheleader of the

movement, which cameto beknown as* Bradleyism.”

c. A debatebetween Bradley and C. R. Nichol in 1906 br ought
about the demise of Bradleyism.

1. THE GREATEST PREMILLENNIAL THREAT TO THE LORD’SCHURCH WAS
LED BYR.H.BOLL.

A.Robert Henry Boll (1875-1956) cameto the USA from Germanywhen hewas14 yearsold.

1. He heard and obeyed the gospel whileworking asafarmlaborer
in Middle Tennessee.



2. He worked hisway thr ough the Nashville Bible School wherehe
studied at thefeet of David Lipscomb and JamesA. Harding.

3. Boll becamethe front pageeditor for the Gospel Advocatein 1910
and served until hewasremoved in 1915 because of his
speculativewriting on prophecy.

4. He later moved to L ouisville, Kentucky, wherehe edited apaper
called Word and Work.

5. Boll wasadispensationalist and used hispaper to spread this

view among the churchesof Christ.

6. H. Leo Boles conducted awritten debatewith Boll on the subject.
B. Morethan any other, Foy E. Wallace, Jr.wasresponsiblefor defeating
dispensationalism in the church.
1. Wallacedebated CharlesM . Neal in Winchester, Kentucky,
January2-6, 1933; asecond debatewasheld with Neal in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, in Juneof the sameyear.
2. Wallace used the Gospel Advocate, which he edited from 1930to
1934, to wage an unrelenting war on premillennialism.
3.1n 1945, Wallace exposed premillennialism in aseriesof meetings
intheMusicHall in Houston, Texas.
a. The sermons presented in the meeting werelater printed in
abook entitled God’sProphetic Word.
b. Thisisprobably the most devastating and thor ough
refutation of all formsof millennial errorin print!
4. Today, only 81 congr egations of the morethan 13,000 in the USA
hold to premillennial teaching and they arelocated mainlyin
Kentucky, I ndiana, and L ouisiana; their fellowship islargely with
thelndependent Christian Church and other denominational
bodieswhich espouse premillennialism.
CONCLUSION
A. Millennial maniaisnot new; it comesand goes periodically.
B. Premillennialism posesaseriousthreat to the L ord schurchfor it separatesthe

church and thekingdom, makesthefirst coming of Christ anill-timed failure,



and seeksto reinstatethe old Jewish sacrificial system, which wasdone away
at the cross(Colossians 2:14; Hebrews7:12).
C. Premillennialism also makesthe kingdom of Christ akingdom of thisworld, the
verykind of kingdom the Jewssought, and our L ord denied He cameto
establish (John 18:36).
Rod Rutherford



