MATTHEW CHAPTER 24

INTRODUCTION:

A. Therearemany passagesin theword of God that aremisunder stood and misapplied by peoplein
thereligiousworld today.

B. It mayinvolveasingle verse, awhole chapter, or an entirebook. M atthew 24 is one of the most
misunder stood and misapplied chaptersin the Bible.

C. Denominational preachersbythe scorequotetheearly versesof thischapter and makethesigns
found thereapplicableto the eventsof thiscentury. Based on these signs, they will then contend
that we can know that Jesusiscoming soon.

D. A careful study of this chapter will show, however, that Jesusistalking about two events: the

destruction of Jerusalem and His Second Coming.
DISCUSSION
|.BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

A. Thediscussion in Matthew 24 fallsduring the final week of Christ’slifeon earth, beforegoing to
thecross.

1. It wasaweek of great controversy, aweek of considerableanguish on our L ord’spart.

2. Heisattempting to teach the disciples certain principlesof truth that would allow them to

continueon in thefaceof thetrialsthat werebeforethem.

B. In the 24th chapter of Matthew, Jesusisin the city of Jerusalem and had been in the areaof the

temple.

1. AsHeleavesthisareawith His disciples, He pointsout the
buildings of thetemple complex and saysto His disciples, “Doyou seethesebuildings? Not one
stone will beleft upon another.”

2. The disciples areperplexed by Jesus statement and so they ask, “When will thesethingsbe?
And what will bethe sign of your coming and the end of thewor [d?’

C. It hasbeen suggested that they believed they wereasking only one question.

1. They felt that the only way thetemple could bedestroyed would be with the coming of Christ



and theend of theworld.
2. Asaresult of that belief, they fused thetwo eventstogether.

D. Jesus, in Hisresponse, will plainly show that the two eventsarenot going to happen at the same

time.
1. It would seem to methat Jesusisattemptingto clear upthe misunderstanding of His disciples.

2. lsn’titironic, then, that thisteaching which Jesusgaveto clear up the misunder standing has

become one of themost misunderstood passagesin the New T estament!

E. In our study of thisgreat chapter | will set forth thisbasic concept. | will attempt to show that
therearetwo major divisionsin this chapter covering twotopics.

1. The coming destruction of Jerusalem: verses1-33.
2. The Second Coming of Christ: verses35-51.

F. Therearetwo extremepositionsthat need to beavoided in the study of Matthew 24.

1. The A.D. 70Doctrine. Thisteachingwould haveusbelievethat the destruction of Jerusalem
and the Second Coming arethe sameevent.

a. Sincethe New Testament teachesthat at the coming of Christ therewould bearesurrection, the
end of time, and thejudgment, it iscontended that all thistook placein A.D.70 with the destruction
of Jerusalem.

b. Theresurrection wasnot meant to beabodily resurrection, but theresurrection of the church
out of persecution.

c. Theend of timesimply refersto the end of the Jewish age.
d. Judgment dayisnot ajudgment of all mankind but ssmply God’sjudgment of the Jewish nation.

2. The second falseviewisthe premillennial view. Thisview takesthe position that all of M atthew
24 hasto dowith thecoming of Christ and theend of theworld. They will tell youtoreadthesigns
and you will beableto know that Jesusiscoming soon. Thisviewisheld by alargenumber of

religiousgroupsin theworldtoday. Thisview setsforth thefollowing falseideas.

a. Jesuscameto establish an earthly kingdom. He wasr g ected by the Jewswhich led to His
crucifixion. Asaresult of thisrgection He had to postpone the establishment of His kingdom.

b. In the place of the kingdom Jesusestablished the church. Thechurchisasubstitute, an



afterthought, in God’soriginal plan.

c. Jesuswill then onedayreturnand establish His earthly kingdom. By looking at the signs of
Matthew 24 we can seethat wearein thelast daysand Jesuswill beretur ning soon.

I1.KEYSTO UNLOCKING THE MEANING OF MATTHEW 24.
A.Thefirstkeyisverse34.

1. Sometimesakey versein apassageor chapter will help clear up some of the difficultieswithin a

passageor chapter.

2. If aperson doesnot seethesignificance of M atthew 24:34, then hewill probably misunder stand

the chapter.
B. Verse 34 contains several important wor ds.

1. “Thisgeneration”—with these two wor dsJesusstates explicitly who isto receivethe signsgiven

in thischapter.
a. The signsweregiven to the contemporariesof Christ.
b. These eventswould takeplacein thelife span of the peoplethen living.
2. " Thesethings’—thisphraseappearsin 23:36; 24:2,3,6,33,34.

a. Theimmediate context of the eventsmentioned in thefirst 34 ver sesof Matthew 24 are
bracketed by these wor ds.

b. Jesusmakesit clear that all “thesethings’ will takeplacewithin that generation.
c. Itisinteresting that after verse34 thereisno further referenceto “thesethings.”
1. THE QUESTION OF THE DISCIPLES (verses1,2).

A. No doubt it seemed incredibleto thedisciplesthat the L ord could be talking about thetempl€e's
being destroyed.

1. Josephus statesthat some of the stones of the temple measured 50 feet long, 24 feet wide, and 16
feet high (Antiquitiesxv.11.3).

2. Thiswasatremendous statement for Jesusto makeand one that washardfor the disciplesto

comprehend.



B. Thedisciplesask thequestion, “ Tell us, when will thesethingsbe? And what will bethe sign of
Y our coming, and theend of the age?’

1. It appearsthey wereasking two, maybethreequestions. Butin all probability they wereasking
only one, thinking that the end of theworld would haveto comein order for thetempleto be
destroyed.

2. But in answeringtheir question Jesuswill describetwo eventsand not one. He will describetwo

comings and two judgments.

C. Concerningthestatement of Christ that, “not one stone shall beleft hereupon another,” a
Professor H. T. Frank madethisinteresting observation:

1. “Insofar asarchaeological discoveriesareconcerned, therehasonly been found one stoneand a

fragment of another, that hasbeen specifically identified asbelonging to thetemple.”

2. The Lord sstatement hasproven to beliterallytrue. In fact this chapter demonstratesthe
prophetic accuracy of Christ andthus establishesHis authority asbeing the Son of God.

IV.THE SIGNSOF THE TIMES (verses4-15).
A. Deceivers(verses5, 23-26).

1. Josephusstated that duringthetimeof the procurator Felix “there wereagreat manyimposters
that stirred up the Jewish people.”

2. Several earlywritersspeak of deceiverswho claimed to bethe Messiah.
B. Warsand rumor sof wars(verses6,7).

1. Historianswill speak of theyearsfrom A.D. 37-68 asaperiod of great conflict and military
warfare.

2. In onebattleit wasreported that 50,000 Jewswerekilled andin another conflict 20,000 were
Killed. Thesetook placepriortoA.D. 70.

3. One of Josephus booksissimply entitled, “ TheWarsof theJews.” It isacommentaryon the
conflictsthat took place between A.D. 30-70.



C. Famines, pestilences, and earthquakes(verse7).

1. CompareActs 11:28,29.

2. Suetoniusand Tacitus stated that duringthistimetherewasaplaguethat took the lives of
30,000 people. Once again, historical evidence authenticatesour L ord’sstatements.

3. A British scholar named E. H. Plumptrewroteacommentaryon Matthew 24. Concerning
earthquakeshe stated, “ Therehasprobably been no period in human history wheretherehasbeen a
greater concentration of earthquakesthan in the 40 year span between A.D. 30-70.”

D. Persecution, tribulation, betrayal, false prophets (ver ses9-13).

1. The New Testament isfilled with these kinds of struggles.

a. Acts 7—Stephen isstoned.

b. Acts 8—qgreat per secution comesupon the church.

c. Acts9—Saul of Tarsusisconverted having been a

persecutor of both men and women.

d. Acts12—Jamesiskilled by Her od.
E. The gospel will bepreached in all theworld (verse14).

1. Many readthisverseand arguethat it must bein referencetothe second coming becausethe
gospel hadto goto all theworld beforetheend.

2. Consider theseverses Romans 1:5; 16:26; 10:18; Colossians 1:6,23.

F. The abomination of desolation (verse15).

1. Thisisan allusion to the Roman armies(L uke 21:20).

2. Thissiegelasted fivemonths, long enough for the peopleto know it waswhat the L ord had
warned about.

V.THE WARNING TO FLEE THE GREAT TRIBULATION (verses15-28).

A. Premillennialistswill say that these signsarepointing to an event that will takeplacein the near
future. Many say that these signswill comebefore the Battle of Armageddon, whichisto bea
wor ldwide holocaust that will startin the Plainsof M egiddo and spread to all themajor citiesin



the world. Now, think about that kind of worldwidestruggleasyou readthe L ord'sinstructions.

1. Varse16—fleethecity.

2. Verse17—don’'t go back to your houseto takeanything.

3. Verse18—don’t go back for clothing.

4. Verse19—it will behardfor women with small children or women who arepregnant.
5. Verse20—praythat you don’t haveto fleein thewinter or on the Sabbath.

B. None of these ver sesmakeany senseif they areapplied to the Second Coming or the so-called
“Battle of Armageddon.”

C. Falseteachersliketo point to verses21 and 22 and arguethat it couldn’t bethe destruction of

Jerusalem becausetherehavebeen worse tragedies.

1. Our Lord'swordsshould beviewed asareferenceto the quality of the sufferingand not simply

the quantity of those who died.

2. Jesusistalking about theintensity of the sufferings.

D. Verses23-27 contain another warning about false prophets.
1. Don’'t beled astray by these deceivers.

2. When the Son of Man comesit will beevident, so don’'t pay attention to those who tell you to
“look hereor there.”

VI.THE DAY OF JUDGMENT (verses29-32).

A. If you wereto ask most people, including most Christians, what these versesaretalking about,
they would say “the Second Coming of Christ.”

B. Let meshow you threereasonswhy | know thisisnot true.

1. Jesussaid it would happen “immediately” after thetribulation of those days. What days? The
daysof persecution, tribulation, and destruction that Jesushasbeen discussing up to thispoint.

2. Youmust remember verse34. Jesussaid His generation would not passaway until all that He

had spoken wasaccomplished.

3. Thislanguageisentirely consistent with many Old Testament passageswherethewritersused
thistypeof languageto describe theoverthrow of powersthat werehostileto God and His cause.



a. Remember that the destruction of Jerusalem isajudgment from God against the Jewish nation
(Matthew 23:35,36).

b. Consider Isaiah 13:1-13; 19:1.
C. The parableof thefigtree(verse32).

1. Noticethephrase“youknow.” The Lordistelling them that He hasgiven them signswher eby

they can “know” when the Roman assault will come upon Jerusalem.
2. By knowing when it will happen they would beableto fleeto safety.
VII.THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST (verses35-51).
A. Thetimeisnot known (verse 36).
B. Lifewill begoing on asusual (verses37-39).
C. Therewill beagreat separation (verses40,41).
D. We need to alwaysbe prepar ed because wedo not know when Christ will return (verses42-44).
E. Those prepared will berewarded and those unprepared will be punished (verses45-51).
CONCLUSION
Usethesenotesin studyingtheparallel accountsin Mark 13 and Luke 21.
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