REVELATION BY CHAPTERS

CHAPTER ONE: JesusChrist isqualified to reveal thingsto John.

CONTENTS: Thischapter showsthat therevelation camefrom JesusChrist to the apostle John.
It also showsthat Jesusisqualified to givetherevelation to John. Some of His qualificationsare
that Heiseternal, He offered His blood for man, He isglorious, and He hasthe keysof hell and
death. Thethingsthat Johnrecorded wereto cometo passshortly.

OUTLINE:

[. THE INTRODUCTION (1:1-3).

[I.THE AUTHOR'SGREETINGS (1:4-7).

[I1. THE QUALIFICATIONS OF JESUSCHRIST (1:8-18).

IV.THE CHARGE TO WRITE (1:19,20).

CHAPTER TWO: To Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, and T hyatira.

CONTENTS: Of these churches, only Smyrnahad noreal problems. The other threewere
admonished to turn from all evil ways, and all four areencouraged to endurethe per secutionsthey
would encounter at the handsof Rome. John encouraged them to bereadyto givetheir livesfor
Christ.

OUTLINE:

. TO EPHESUS. OVERCOME; THE TREE OF LIFE (2:1-7).

[I. TO SMYRNA: OVERCOME; SHALL NOT BEHURT OF THE SECOND DEATH (2:8-
11).

[11. TO PERGAMOS: OVERCOME; MANNA, WHITE STONE, NEW NAME (2:12- 17).
IV.TO THYATIRA: OVERCOME; POWER OVER THE NATIONS (2:18-29).

CHAPTER THREE: To Sardis, Philadelphia, and L aodicea.

CONTENTS: Of thesethreecongregations, Philadelphiareceived no rebuke, and L aodiceaheard
only rebuke. All threeareexhorted to overcome. It wasnecessaryfor these peopleto hearkento
what the Spirit said because these war nings contained the plain truth that per secution wasat their
door.

OUTLINE:

|. TO SARDIS: OVERCOME; WHITE RAIMENT, NAME NOT BLOTTED OUT (3:1-6).
[1. TO PHILADELPHIA: OVERCOME; APILLARINTHE TEMPLE, RECEIVETHE



NAME OF GOD (3:7-13).
1. TO LAODICEA: OVERCOME; SIT IN THE THRONE (3:14-22).

CHAPTER FOUR: God isableto deliver thefaithful: REASSURANCE. Heison Histhrone!
CONTENTS: Thischapter preparesthewayfor therest of thebook. It givesareassuranceof the
victory of thefaithful. Thereason for thisvictory: God’ssovereign power reassuresChristiansthat
He will not fail to deliver themif their faith remainsstrong. Christiansmust praiseand honor Him
alone.

OUTLINE:

|.ADESCRIPTION OF THE THRONE AND SURROUNDINGS (4:1-6a).

II. THE 4BEASTSGIVE GLORY TO GOD (4:6b-9).

[I1.THE 24ELDERS GIVE GLORY TO GOD (4:10,11).

CHAPTER FIVE: TheredeemingLamb of God isworthyto open the seven seals, becauseHe
suffered and over came.

CONTENTS: Thischapter emphasizesthat no manisworthyto open thebook, but He who
conquered sin and death isable. The redeeming Lamb of God had suffered victoriously which
meansthat He deservespraiseand honor.

OUTLINE:

[.NO ONE ISWORTHY TO OPEN THE BOOK (5:1-4).

[II. THE LAMB OF GOD ISWORTHY (5:5-10).

[Il1. PRAISE TO GOD AND THE LAMB (5:11-14).

CHAPTER SIX: Jesusbeginsto open the seals.

CONTENTS: Sixof the seven sealswereopened by the Lamb of God here. The colorsof thefour
hor ses (white, red, black, and pale) areall symbolical. Thefifth seal speaksof the voicesunder the

altar who wanted to know how long this persecution could last. The answer beginsin verse12, with
the opening of thesixth seal. God isinvincible; all of His enemiesshall fall. They reap asthey sow
(Galatians6:7,8). Faithisthevictory (I John5:4,5).

OUTLINE:

|. THE FIRST SEAL: WHITE HORSE (6:1,2).

II. THE SECOND SEAL: RED HORSE (6:3,4).

[11. THE THIRD SEAL: BLACK HORSE (6:5,6).



IV.THE FOURTH SEAL: PALE HORSE (6:7,8).
V.THE FIFTH SEAL: SOULSUNDER THE ALTAR (6:9-11).
VI.THE SIXTH SEAL: THE ENEMIES POWER DESTROYED (6:12-17).

CHAPTER SEVEN: Thecompletenessof God'svictory.

CONTENTS: Duringthe persecution of the Christians, many would losetheir lives. But God’'s
judgment upon the enemiesof His people would bring thefaithful to victory. The number 144,000
showsthe completeness of God’ sredeemed family. Not onefaithful soul isgoingto belost. Not
onesinner will go unpunished. Hence, thefaithful praiseGod for Hislove.

OUTLINE:

|. THE SEALING OF 144,000 (7:1-8).

II.PRAISE TO GOD (7:9-12).

[11.VICTORY FOR THE FAITHFUL (7:13-17).

CHAPTER EIGHT: Theseventh seal isopened, and four trumpetsaresounded.

CONTENTS: God istellingthe Christiansthat their prayersareheard, but they must continueto
pray:faith isthevictory! Heispreparingthem for thefall of their enemies. These enemieshad
brought all of thison themselves. The only wayfor the Christiansto bevictoriouswasto per severe.
OUTLINE:

|. THE SEVEN ANGEL S PREPARE TO SOUND (8:1-6).

I[I. THE SOUNDING OF THE FIRST FOUR ANGEL S (8:7-13).

CHAPTER NINE: Thefifth and sixth trumpetsaresounded.

CONTENTS: Asaresult of arefusal to repent, the enemiesof Christ wereweakened on theinside
and could not resist theinvasionsfrom the outside. Jerusalem wasdoomed, and thewordsof Jesus
in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and L uke 21 wereabout to befulfilled. This chapter also mentionsthe
end of thefirst woein verse12.

OUTLINE:

|. THE FIFTH ANGEL: THE BEGINNING OF INVASIONS SYMBOLIZED (9:1-12).

I[I. THE SIXTH ANGEL: THE WOES ARE BECOMING GREATER (9:13-21).



CHAPTER TEN: Johnisto eat thelittle book.

CONTENTS: Johnistold by avoicefrom heaven not to writethethings spoken by the seven
thunders. Heisthen told that the mystery of God would befinished. The voice spokeagain and
told him to eat thelittle book, which would be sweet in hismouth and bitter in hisbelly.
OUTLINE:

|. THE ANGEL AND THE SEVEN THUNDERS (10:1-4).

[I. THE MYSTERY OF GOD FINISHED (10:5-7).

[I1.THE LITTLE BOOK (10:8-10).

IV.JOHN'SMISSION TO PROPHESY IN THE FUTURE (10:11).

CHAPTER ELEVEN: Measuringthetemple, altar, and wor shippers.

CONTENTS: Thischapter predictsthedestruction of Jerusalem, the further per secution of the
saints, and the ultimatevictory of Christ over therebelliousJews. This chapter also speaksof the
two witnesses, refersto Jerusalem as” Sodom and Egypt,” and endsthe second woein verse14. A

pictureof God’svictoryisseen at the end of the chapter.

OUTLINE:

[.JOHN ISINSTRUCTED TO MEASURE (11:1,2).

[1. THE TWO WITNESSES (SECOND WOE ENDS; 11:3-14).

[11. THE SEVENTH ANGEL SOUNDS (11:15-19).

CHAPTER TWELVE: Thewoman and the dragon described.

CONTENTS: Thewomanisthefaithful of God (the church)andthedragonisthedevil. Hetried
to persecuteand kill her. He contended against her, and God allowed her to betested, asHe
allowed it in the case of Job. Therewasabattlein heaven—atesting on earth. Thistesting of
Christianswill alwaysexist on earth. God allowsusto betested, but not to betempted above our
ability (I Corinthians10:13; James1:2-12).

OUTLINE:

|.THE WOMAN (12:1,2).

II. THE DRAGON (12:3).

1. THE WOMAN BRINGS FORTH (12:4-6).

IV.THE WAR IN HEAVEN (12:7-9).

V.GOD’SVICTORY (12:10-12).

VI.PERSECUTION ON EARTH (THIRD WOE; 12:12; 12:13-17).



CHAPTER THIRTEEN: Thetwo beasts.

CONTENTS: Thefirst beast emerged from the sea, having seven heads, ten horns, and acrown on
each of thehorns. He received his power from the dragon (devil), and caused many peopleto

wor ship thedragon, thusblaspheming God. The second beast ar oseform the earth, having two
hornsasalamb, while speaking asadragon. He caused men to wor ship thefirst beast through
deception. Thefirst beast wasaman, represented by the number 666.

OUTLINE:

|. THE FIRST BEAST (13:1-10).

[I.THE SECOND BEAST (13:11-17).

[11. THE FIRST BEAST 1S666 (13:18).

CHAPTER FOURTEEN: SixangesandtheLamb of God.

CONTENTS: Thereisasharpcontrast in thechapter. Some of the angels haveannouncements
regarding the doom of God’senemies, while others announcements spell out thevictory of the
faithful. The major thrust of the chapter fitswell with thebook: God and His faithful arecertainto
win thevictoryover all that isevil. The announcement of verses12 and 13 does not comethrough
an angel; verse 13 wasannounced directly from heaven, and should mean agreat deal to every
Christian of every generation.

OUTLINE:

|. THE LAMBWITH THE 144,000 (14:1-5).

II.AN ANGEL WITH THE GOSPEL (14:6,7): EVANGELISM.

[11. AN ANGEL WITH AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT “BABYLON”" (14:8): DOOM.
IV.AN ANGEL ANNOUNCING WRATH (14:9-11): JUDGMENT.

V.AN ANNOUNCEMENT OF BLESSING (14:12,13).

VI.AN ANGEL ANNOUNCING REAPING (14:14-16): END.

VII.AN ANGEL WITH ASICKLEINSTRUCTED TO THRUST AND GATHER (14:17).
VIIT. AN ANGEL WITH THE FINAL RESULT (14:18-20).

CHAPTER FIFTEEN: The seven last plaguesareintroduced.

CONTENTS: Thischapter introducesthe seven plaguesthat areto beannounced in chapter 16.
These plaguescompleted thefuryof God against theenemiesof His people. Wearethen given a
pictureof those victorioussaintsasthey sing the song of Mosesand theLambin praiseto God. The

last half of the chapter tells of the seven angelswho had the seven plagues. They wereeach given a



vial (bowl) full of thewrath of God.

OUTLINE:

I.ASIGN OF THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES (15:1).

[1. THOSE WHO HAVE THE VICTORY SING THE SONG OF MOSES (15:2-4).
[I1. THE SEVEN ANGELSCOME OUT OF THE TEMPLE (15:5-8).

CHAPTER SIXTEEN: The seven vials(bowlsof wrath).

CONTENTS: These seven bowlsof wrath point to the completeness of God’ swrath which wasto
be soon poured out on the unbelieving Jewsin the destruction of Jerusalem. Nothing would beleft
undonein demonstrating to theworld that Judaism wasno longer an acceptableway of serving
God. The church had been established by Christin A.D. 30, and now God laid to rest any ideasthat
Moses lawwasgtill in effect. Note in these scenesthat repentanceisstill possible after the pouring
out of wrath. Thisshowsthat Johnisnot discussing the second coming, sincetherewill benotime
for repentanceon that day.

OUTLINE:

I.INSTRUCTIONS, AND THE FIRST VIAL: EARTH {A GRIEVOUS SORE} (16:1,2).

[I. THE SECOND VIAL: THE SEAL {BECAME ASBLOOD} (16:3).

[1l. THE THIRD VIAL: THE RIVERSAND FOUNTAINS OF WATER {BECAME
BLOOD} (16:4-7).

IV.THE FOURTH VIAL: THE SUN {SCORCH MEN WITH FIRE} (16:8,9).

V.THE FIFTH VIAL: THE SEAT OF THE BEAST {DARKNESS, PAIN} (16:10,11).
VI.THE SIXTH VIAL: EUPHRATES{WATER DRIED UP, THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS,
ARMAGEDDON} (16:12-16). THE MOUNTAIN OF MEGIDDO WASA GATHERING
PLACE FOR BATTLE.

VII.THE SEVENTH VIAL: AIR{“"ITISDONE"} (16:17-21).

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: TheHarlot and the beast.

CONTENTS: Inthischapter,theharlot Babylon ispictured asbeing united with the beast.
Babylon refersto Jerusalem (see chapters11 and 14), whilethe beast refer sto Rome (see chapter
13). Herein chapter 17, John seesthat these two wicked power s(the Jewsand Romans) areunited
against theL ord. Rome and Jerusalem hated each other (verse 16), but for atimethey fought
against their common enemy, the church. But theresult wasthat the church won (becausethe Lord

ison her side), and Rome destroyed Jerusalem! Note thefollowing chart:



1. Rome Christ
and <----Versus---> and
Jerusalem His church
2. Christ usesRometo destroy Jerusalem.
3. In later years, Rome actually destroyed her self.
4. Christ and His church arevictorious (see Revelation 19:6).
OUTLINE:
|.JOHN SEESTHE “MOTHER OF HARLOTS’ (17:1-6).
[I.THE MYSTERY OF THE BEAST AND THE HARLOT EXPLAINED (17:7-18).
A.The Beast (17:7-14).
B. TheHarlot (17:15-18).

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN: Babylonisfallen!

CONTENTS: Thischapter completesthe pictureof the doomed city called Babylon. The
description isveryvivid. We see Jerusalem asacity that iscompletely destroyed (v. 1). It isbecause
of her sin (v. 3). Thefaithful aretold to comeout (v.4). Shenolonger hasany “marriage’ tieswith
her God (v. 7). It wasaswift destruction (v. 8). Theworld mournsher passing (v. 9-19). The
faithful can finally rgoice(v. 20). Thereisnothing left (vv. 21-23). Shewasguilty of the blood of
thefaithful (v. 24). Thisillustratesthe completevictory of God over the apostate harlot. Jerusalem
refused to repent, so shewasdestroyed. It shall bethe samefor all who disobey.

OUTLINE:

|. THE ANGEL ANNOUNCES, “BABYLON ISFALLEN!" (18:1-3).

II.HER SINSARE REMEMBERED (18:4-8).

[11. SHE ISMOURNED BY MANY (18:9-19).

IV.GOD HASWON (18:20).

V.AMIGHTY ANGEL SPEAKS(18:21-24).

CHAPTER NINETEEN: God andthelLamb arevictorious.

CONTENTS: Inthefirst part of the chapter, voicesfrom several different sourcesareheard
praising God. Thereisagroup of “much people,” the 24 elder s, avoice behind thethrone, and, asit
were, thevoice of agreat multitude. God had defeated the harlot and the beast. His power isabove
all else. Then themarriageof theLambisbriefly described, which isanother symbol of the purity
and power of God’scause. John nearly madethe mistake of wor shipping an angel rather than God



inverse10. The next sectionsincludeadescription of the KING OF KINGS, and Hisvictory over
the beast (the Roman Empire) and all hisfollowers.

OUTLINE:

|.VOICES PRAISE GOD (19:1-6).

II. THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB (19:7-9).

[11.JOHN ISTOLD TO WORSHIP GOD (19:10).

IV.THE KING OF KINGS (19:11-16).

V.HE ISVICTORIOUS IN WAR (19:17-21).

CHAPTER TWENTY: The defeat of Satan.

CONTENTS: Therearesomethingsthat arenot mentioned in Revelation 20:1-6, even though
many peoplethink otherwise.

1. The chapter saysnothing about a1000 year reign of Christ.
2. It saysnothing about a1000 year reign of Christ on earth.

. It doesnot say that wewill reign with Him.

. It doesnot usetheword“millennium.”

. It doesnot mention the second coming of Christ.

. It doesnot mention abodily resurrection.

. It doesnot mention thethroneof David.

. It doesnot mention either Jerusalem or Palestine.
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. It saysnothing about an earthly throne.

This chapter does have several figuresof speech, though; such as.

1. The binding of Satan with achain.

2. Thedragon.

3. That old serpent.

4. A thousand years.

The main thingswelearn herearethat Satan hasabsolutely no power over God, andthat it is
entirelyimpossiblefor him towin thefinal victory over God. “Thebeloved city,” or thechurch, is
safefrom these enemies—aslong assheisfaithful. Lastly, welearnthat thelost will bein thelake
of fire: hell.

Thischapter, in highly figurative language, showsthat the all-out war between Christ and Satan
resultsinthe COMPLETE VICTORY of Christ over Satan (completevictory equals® 1000 years’).
W e can learn about thisbattleand Christ’svictoryin such passagesasMatthew 12:29; L uke 11:21;



Colossians 2:15; Hebrews2:14; and | John 3:8. The“1000years’ doesnot refer to aperiod of time—
but to acondition—complete and perfect victory.

However, even though Satan wasnot going to beableto win against thefirst century church, he
would still beallowed to tempt people (v. 7,8). And hewill continueto tempt peopleto sin aslong
astheearth stands. But hisdaysof leading peopleinto sin will end when thelast day arrivesand the
judgment takesplace (vv. 11-15).

OUTLINE:
|. THE BINDING OF SATAN (20:1-3).

1. THE “1000 YEARS’ (20:4-6).

[11. THE LOOSING OF SATAN (20:7-10).

IV.THE SECOND DEATH (20:11-15).

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE: A description of the new Jerusalem.

CONTENTS: Accordingto verses2and 10, the new Jerusalem descended out of heaven, which
leadsto the possibility that the Apostleisdescribing the churchin her glory asthebrideof Christ.
Two other pointshelp to confirmthis. 1) Verse3 saysthat the tabernacle of God iswith men, He
will dwell with them, etc. Comparethiswith Il Corinthians6:16-18, which Paul appliestothe
church. 2) Verse14 showsthat the apostleswereincluded in the foundation, which should be
compared with Ephesians 2:19-22; another passagewhich refersto the church.

However, although John'sprimaryreference hereisto the church, the fact that thisholy city came
down from God out of heaven meansthat therearemany characteristics of the church which should
remind usof heaven and causeusto look forwardtoit, asPeter doesin || Peter 3:12-14.
OUTLINE:

I. THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH ISFOR THOSE WHO OVERCOME (21:1-7).
[I. THE LOST WILL EXPERIENCE THE SECOND DEATH (21:8).

1. THE HOLY JERUSALEM DESCRIBED (21:9-21).

IV.GOD AND THE LAMB (21:22,23).

V.THE SAVED (21:24-27).

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO: Theseblessingsarefor the obedient.
CONTENTS: Inthischapter, John drawsto aclosethisrevelation by giving every possible
encouragement to hisreadersto preparefor whatever life hasin storeby concentrating on the four

pointsin theoutlinebelow. Thesefour pointsencourageChristiansby: 1) emphasizing what



heaven hasto offer—especially the sight of the Savior’sface; 2) repeating theideathat thesethings
wer eto shortly (soon after John wrote) cometo pass, 3) therearereally only two classes of peopleon
earth—saved and lost; and, 4) hisconfidencethat Christ would keep His word by “ coming quickly.”
OUTLINE:
I.MORE OF HEAVEN'SBLESSINGS (22:1-5).
[I. THE TIME ISSHORT (22:6-13).
[I1. TWO CLASSES OF PEOPLE (22:14-19).
IV.CLOSING REMARKS(22:20,21).
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