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 ENDURING PRINCIPLES FROM EZEKIEL (No. 1)  
PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY (EZEKIEL 18) 

INTRODUCTION  

 In the Babylonian captivity, Ezekiel listened to the complaints of the 
people of Judah.  They were there because of their rebellion.  Like so 
many throughout the history of mankind, they resisted taking 
responsibility for their own actions.  

 IN FACT, THEY WERE GUILTY OF WRONG.  

 They AND their fathers before them had sinned before God.  “And he 
said unto me, Son of man, stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto 
thee.  And the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me 
upon my feet, that I heard him that spake unto me.  And he said unto 
me, Son of man, I send thee to the children of Israel, to a rebellious 
nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their fathers have 
transgressed against me, even unto this very day.  For they are impudent 
children and stiffhearted. I do send thee unto them; and thou shalt say 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD.  And they, whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious house,) yet shall 
know that there hath been a prophet among them” (2:1-5).  

DISCUSSION  

 They were stubborn and rebellious.  

 Ezekiel was to go to them for this reason and he was not to fear them.  
“And thou, son of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid of their 
words, though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou dost dwell 
among scorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their 
looks, though they be a rebellious house.  And thou shalt speak my 
words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear: 
for they are most rebellious.  But thou, son of man, hear what I say unto 
thee; Be not thou rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy mouth, 
and eat that I give thee.  And when I looked, behold, an hand was sent 
unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book was therein; And he spread it before 
me; and it was written within and without: and there was written therein 
lamentations, and mourning, and woe.  Moreover he said unto me, Son 
of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of 
Israel.  So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll.  And 
he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels 
with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth 
as honey for sweetness” (2:6-3:3).  

 Even so, they were going to be LESS receptive to his message than 
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non-Jews would have been.  “And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get 
thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them.  For 
thou art not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard language, 
but to the house of Israel; Not to many people of a strange speech and of 
an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I 
sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee.  But the house 
of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: 
for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.  Behold, I have 
made thy face strong against their faces, and thy forehead strong against 
their foreheads.  As an adamant harder than flint have I made thy 
forehead: fear them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, though they 
be a rebellious house.  Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, all my 
words that I shall speak unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with 
thine ears.  And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children 
of thy people, and speak unto them, and tell them, Thus saith the Lord 
GOD; whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear (3:4-11).  

 Yet, because God is just, even these men with hearts of stone were to be 
given a clear warning.  “And it came to pass at the end of seven days, 
that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have 
made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word 
at my mouth, and give them warning from me.  When I say unto the 
wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the 
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at 
thine hand.  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but 
thou hast delivered thy soul.  Again, When a righteous man doth turn 
from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock 
before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he 
shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not 
be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  Nevertheless 
if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth 
not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast 
delivered thy soul” (3:16-21).  

 They were idolaters and their hearts were, therefore, adulterous.  “And 
they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations whither 
they shall be carried captives, because I am broken with their whorish 
heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a 
whoring after their idols: and they shall lothe themselves for the evils 
which they have committed in all their abominations.  And they shall 
know that I am the LORD, and that I have not said in vain that I would 
do this evil unto them” (6:9,10).  

 God’s judgment upon them was to continue to be according to THEIR 
ways and for THEIR abominations.  “Moreover the word of the LORD 
came unto me, saying, Also, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD 
unto the land of Israel; An end, the end is come upon the four corners of 
the land.  Now is the end come upon thee, and I will send mine anger 
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upon thee, and will judge thee according to thy ways, and will 
recompense upon thee all thine abominations.  And mine eye shall not 
spare thee, neither will I have pity: but I will recompense thy ways upon 
thee, and thine abominations shall be in the midst of thee: and ye shall 
know that I am the LORD” (7:1-4).  

 Their unfaithfulness as a people was persistent and those few 
exceptions to the rule who were faithful would be cared for by God.  
“The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, Son of man, when 
the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then will I stretch 
out mine hand upon it, and will break the staff of the bread thereof, and 
will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it: Though 
these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver 
but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD.  If I 
cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so that 
it be desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts: 
Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they 
shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but 
the land shall be desolate.  Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, 
Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it: 
Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they 
shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered 
themselves.  Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my 
fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast: Though Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, were in it, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, they shall 
deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls 
by their righteousness (14:12-20).  

 God is NOT a respecter of persons.  He does not judge on the basis of 
who your parents are or who your friends might happen to be.  

 He will judge sinful and rebellious children as He judged their sinful 
and rebellious ancestors and all others.  “Behold, every one that useth 
proverbs shall use this proverb against thee, saying, As is the mother, so 
is her daughter.  Thou art thy mother's daughter, that lotheth her 
husband and her children; and thou art the sister of thy sisters, which 
lothed their husbands and their children: your mother was an Hittite, and 
your father an Amorite.  And thine elder sister is Samaria, she and her 
daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and thy younger sister, that 
dwelleth at thy right hand, is Sodom and her daughters.  Yet hast thou 
not walked after their ways, nor done after their abominations: but, as if 
that were a very little thing, thou wast corrupted more than they in all 
thy ways.  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, Sodom thy sister hath not 
done, she nor her daughters, as thou hast done, thou and thy daughters.  
Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of 
bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, 
neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.  And they 
were haughty, and committed abomination before me: therefore I took 
them away as I saw good.  Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy 
sins; but thou hast multiplied thine abominations more than they, and 
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hast justified thy sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast done.  
Thou also, which hast judged thy sisters, bear thine own shame for thy 
sins that thou hast committed more abominable than they: they are more 
righteous than thou: yea, be thou confounded also, and bear thy shame, 
in that thou hast justified thy sisters.  When I shall bring again their 
captivity, the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of 
Samaria and her daughters, then will I bring again the captivity of thy 
captives in the midst of them: That thou mayest bear thine own shame, 
and mayest be confounded in all that thou hast done, in that thou art a 
comfort unto them.  When thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall 
return to their former estate, and Samaria and her daughters shall return 
to their former estate, then thou and thy daughters shall return to your 
former estate.  For thy sister Sodom was not mentioned by thy mouth in 
the day of thy pride, Before thy wickedness was discovered, as at the 
time of thy reproach of the daughters of Syria, and all that are round 
about her, the daughters of the Philistines, which despise thee round 
about.  Thou hast borne thy lewdness and thine abominations, saith the 
LORD.  For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even deal with thee as thou 
hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the 
covenant” (16:44-59).  

 YET, WITH ALL OF THESE FACTS BEFORE THEM, THEY 
RESPONDED WITH NOTHING MORE THAN A “CUTE” SAYING!  

 Rather than acknowledging their OWN guilt, they circulated a little 
proverb that passed the buck to their mothers and fathers!  “The word of 
the LORD came unto me again, saying, What mean ye, that ye use this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten 
sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge?” (18:1,2).  

 There may be a proper place for cute sayings, and sometimes they carry 
some truth, but they are not a proper response to use to neutralize Divine 
truth!  

 They answered nothing then, and they answer nothing in our own day!  

 We are sometimes amazed at how quickly and easily our brethren 
sometimes lay aside some Divine obligation with no more authority than 
some “cute” little saying.  When the facts are clear and when they give 
us obligation to act with reference to some false teaching, some are 
willing to oppose doing what God has said because…  

 “You can catch more flies with a gallon of honey than with a gallon of 
gall.”  

 “It’s all just ‘church politics’.”  

 “Soldiers in the heat of battle, dodging the hot lead of the enemy, do not 
have time to fight among themselves.”  
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 Many other sayings have been used to attempt to excuse people from 
their obligations.  

 God demanded that they cease using this silly proverb and start facing 
the truth!  “As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye shall not have occasion 
any more to use this proverb in Israel” (18:3).  

 Their little proverb just did not reflect the truth of the situation.  
Innocent men and women would be spared.  “Behold, all souls are mine; 
as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.  But if a man be just, and do that which is lawful 
and right, And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lifted up 
his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, neither hath defiled his 
neighbour's wife, neither hath come near to a menstruous woman, And 
hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the debtor his pledge, hath 
spoiled none by violence, hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath 
covered the naked with a garment; He that hath not given forth upon 
usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath withdrawn his hand 
from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between man and man, Hath 
walked in my statutes, and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is 
just, he shall surely live, saith the Lord GOD” (18:4-9).  

 The guilty will die.  “If he beget a son that is a robber, a shedder of 
blood, and that doeth the like to any one of these things, And that doeth 
not any of those duties, but even hath eaten upon the mountains, and 
defiled his neighbour's wife, Hath oppressed the poor and needy, hath 
spoiled by violence, hath not restored the pledge, and hath lifted up his 
eyes to the idols, hath committed abomination, Hath given forth upon 
usury, and hath taken increase: shall he then live? he shall not live: he 
hath done all these abominations; he shall surely die; his blood shall be 
upon him” (18:10-13).  

 The righteous son of a guilty man will not answer for his father’s sins.  
“Now, lo, if he beget a son, that seeth all his father's sins which he hath 
done, and considereth, and doeth not such like, That hath not eaten upon 
the mountains, neither hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of 
Israel, hath not defiled his neighbour's wife, Neither hath oppressed any, 
hath not withholden the pledge, neither hath spoiled by violence, but 
hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the naked with a 
garment, That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that hath not 
received usury nor increase, hath executed my judgments, hath walked 
in my statutes; he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he shall 
surely live” (18:14-17).  

 The righteousness of the son will not save the guilty father.  “As for his 
father, because he cruelly oppressed, spoiled his brother by violence, 
and did that which is not good among his people, lo, even he shall die in 
his iniquity” (18:18).  

 What could be more fair, even as men view it?  “Yet say ye, Why? doth 
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not the son bear the iniquity of the father? When the son hath done that 
which is lawful and right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done 
them, he shall surely live.  The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son 
shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the 
iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, 
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him” (18:19,20).  

 It would be “fair” if God chose to destroy every wicked man without 
delay!  

 But our JUST God is also MERCIFUL.  

 INSTEAD OF SPOUTING SILLY PROVERBS, SINFUL MEN NEED 
TO REPENT!  

 For the guilty, God offers an opportunity for forgiveness.  
   
God takes no pleasure in punishing the wicked.  He created man for 
something better than that which man makes of himself.  

Although our Old Testament counterparts were not aware of the cost of 
this forgiveness (the death of Jesus Christ), they had an opportunity to 
gain the benefits of it by following the plan that God delivered to 
Moses.  

That plan involved acknowledging one’s sin and turning from it.  No 
one can continue in his sin while blaming his parents or others and 
expect to be forgiven.  

 God is merciful, but He is also just.  “But if the wicked will turn from 
all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that 
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.  All his 
transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto 
him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.  Have I any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not 
that he should return from his ways, and live?” (18:21-23).  

Those who have committed their lives to living righteously must make it 
their life-long commitment.  “But when the righteous turneth away from 
his righteousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all 
the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live? All his 
righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned: in his trespass 
that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath sinned, in them shall 
he die” (18:24).  

Like spoiled children who want to “have their cake and eat it, too”; the 
rebellious Jews in captivity had the audacity to say that God’s way was 
NOT FAIR!  Like a father with immeasurable patience, God explains it 
to them again.  “Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, 
O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways unequal?  
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When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness, and 
committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his iniquity that he hath done 
shall he die.  Again, when the wicked man turneth away from his 
wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth that which is lawful and 
right, he shall save his soul alive.  Because he considereth, and turneth 
away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die.  Yet saith the house of Israel, The way of the Lord 
is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your 
ways unequal?” (18:25-29).  

Every day that you live, God is giving you one more opportunity to 
make it right.  “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.  Seeing 
then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,  Looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat?” (2 Peter 3:8-12).  

CONCLUSION  

 Not your sister, not your brother, but it’s YOU who will stand before 
God and answer for what you did with your opportunity to be forgiven.  

 God will not hear arguments based upon your family or your friends.   

 Having the support of a thousand brethren will not matter in the least to 
the perfect judge who gave you His standard of judgment—the Bible—
well in advance of the judgment.  

 He wants you to repent and live.  

 The principles involving the Israelites in captivity are as timely for us 
as they could possibly be.  “Therefore I will judge you, O house of 
Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, 
and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be 
your ruin.  Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have 
transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will 
ye die, O house of Israel?  For I have no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live 
ye” (18:30-32).  

        Tim Nichols  
        Route 1 Box 206A  
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       Burlington, WV  26710  
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